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Second Sunday of Advent

Kent Memorial Lutheran Church
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The Rev. Edward L. Foster, Pastor
December 7, 2025

Hearing God’s Call & Responding in Love,
We Share Jesus With All!

FROM PASTOR ED

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." John the Baptist cries out from the wilderness. Repent, for
the Messiah is coming. As we anticipate the coming of our Lord, the call to repentance is as necessary as ever. It
isn’t just regret and contrition that is needed, but a transformation, a change of behavior, a change of heart that is
required of us. Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and bear fruit worthy of repentance.

Have an amazing week and stay warm!

God bless you all,
Shalom, Pastor Ed



OUR 10:00 a.m. WORSHIP IS AVAILABLE VIA ZOOM:
To join a worship service, please contact the church at 573-374-5267 for assistance.

Welcome to Worship

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new beginning.
As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the
righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when
the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent
in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.
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Welcome
Prelude Of the Father’s Love Begotten Vanessa Hebrank

Lighting the Advent Candle — PEACE
: Christ is our Life.
Christ is our PEACE.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
Jesus, said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not
let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (John 14:27)
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Peace is Christ’s gift to us.

Peace is our gift to the world.

While we wait for our Lord,

We will not let our hearts be troubled,
and we will not let them be afraid.

P:  We hope for the coming of our Lord.

C: Come again O Lord of Peace.
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Hymn Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW #240,v.1 &2

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Let us confess our sins to God and to one another.

P:  Almighty God,

C: When we look at our lives, we find much that needs mending. We have done those things that we ought
not to have done and left undone those things which we ought to have done. We know sin too well. And
yet, when we have heard that word of judgment, we have gone about our business. When we have
heard the words spoken by one wandering in the wilderness, we have turned a deaf ear. Today, give us
the courage to own our lives and our shortcomings, so that we might get to the work of making the
crooked paths straight and making the rough places level. Give us the steadfastness to open our lives
before the One who even now is coming, that we might be prepared to welcome him. Amen.

P: Fear not, people of God: the Almighty has done great things for us. God casts away our sin from us and
makes us a new creation. In + Jesus Christ, God comes to set you free. Take heart in the tender compassion of
our God.

C: Amen.



Sharing of the Peace (We share a sign of peace with one another.)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Gathering Hymn Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ELW # 254

Liturgy Setting 4 ELW p. 147
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie
Canticle of Praise: This is the feast ELW p. 149

Prayer of the Day

All: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth
as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon Pastor Ed
Anthem See That Star Kent Choir
First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 Old Testament

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (congregation reads responsively)
! Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2 that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
4Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
SMay he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.
$Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth.
"In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
18 Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.

Second Reading Romans 15:4-13 New Testament
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Announcement Pastor Ed Foster
P: The gospel according to Matthew, the third chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading Matthew 3:1-12 New Testament
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Ed Foster
Hymn of the Day On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW # 249, v. 1-3

Reception of New Members



Profession of Faith—Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers
P: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

Reception of Offerings Please fill out the red friendship pad and pass it to your neighbor.
Offertory Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Vanessa Hebrank

Offering Prayer

P: Nourishing God,

C: you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched
places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

Holy Communion ELW p. 152
: The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...



Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 153
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Distribution

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with bread and wine, instituted
by Christ himself for us to eat and drink. Communion is open to all who believe that Jesus Christ is our
savior. Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. You may commune in place using a
communion kit, if preferred.

Communion Hymns Come to the Table ELW # 481
Will You Come and Follow Me ELW # 798
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW # 484

Post-Communion Prayer

Benediction

Announcements

Sending Hymn Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW # 543
The Dismissal

P: Hearing God’s call and responding in love,
C: we share Jesus with all!

Postlude Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella Vanessa Hebrank
Fellowship Time EVERYONE IS WELCOME
WORSHIP LEADERS
PaSTOT ...ttt ettt e e e te e et e e e re e e abeeetae e taeeearaeeaaes Ed Foster
Organist/PIaniSt..........cceecieiiiiiiiiieiicciee et ere et r e b s beeebeebeereenes Vanessa Hebrank
CROIE DITECLOT ..vviivieiieiieciteeere ettt stee st e etbeeveebeesteestaeseveseveeebeesseesseessnessnesssessrens Tracy Garrett
ChoOir ACCOMPANIST....c.vievieeierieeieeiierieertteseestesteeteeseesseesseesssesssesnseenseenseenseessns Tracey Atzeni
HaNADEILS DITECLOT ...eeviiiieciiicie ettt ettt ettt st e eabe et e e beestaestbesebeesbeesseesseesseesssessseessens
F N o 111 L« USSP Katie Heaford
GreeterS/USNEIS . ...ooviiiiiiicciiecte ettt e b e Dennis & Sheryl Boos
LIEUTEIST .. eetieciie ettt ettt ettt ste e stbeetbesabeesbeebe e baessbessbessseesseesseessaessnas Katie Heaford
ST ) U PP PSTPSRR Steve Atzeni
Sound & Z00m TeChNICIAN .......covveiiieiiiciicieeieee et reeebe e beesbeeaes Larry Fair

Coffee FElIOWSIIP ...vveviiceiiciieiieeeeee ettt ettt et ene e Evangelism



COMING THIS WEEK
December 7-14

Today 8:30 am.  Choir Rehearsal
8:45 am.  Adult Sunday School
9:00 am.  Children’s Sunday School
10:00 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion (live-streamed)
11:00 a.m.  Reception for New Members

Monday 9:30 am.  Social Ministry
Tuesday 9:45 am.  Community for Christ
Wednesday 10:00 am.  Worship & Music Committee

6:00 p.m. Midweek Advent Worship & Potluck
Thursday 9:45 am.  Community for Christ

10:00 am. Men’s Bible Study

Friday 9:00 a.m.  Decorate Christmas Cookies / Setup for Sale
Saturday 9:00 am. Cookie & Candy Sale (-noon)

9:45 am.  Community for Christ
Sunday 8:30 am.  Choir Rehearsal

8:45 am.  Adult Sunday School
9:00 am.  Children’s Sunday School
10:00 a.am.  Worship with Holy Communion (live-streamed)
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship (coffee & donuts)
Fill Xmas Goodie Bags for Hurricane Deck

T Prayer Concerns &

OUR MEMBERS

Joe Poretta Linda Williams Donald Brumm
Linda Kimberling Sandra Gilbert Marsha Gust

Liz VanDeVeire Janet Page Jim Gilbert

Jane Maher Frank Howley Gene Page
OUR FAMILY & FRIENDS

Bill Walston Jay Welshonse Stanley Pearson
Tara Boos Sydney Soderberg Dave Newton
Sarah Hellman Rita Galliard Eleanor Garrison
Don Gillespie Donna Winzenburg John Welsh
Blanche Lacroix Ed Saracco Mary Ann Carter
Bill Clevenger Larry Wilson Doug Jones
Shane S. Bill Peterson Patrick Parkhurst
Kathy Pipes Cindy Hoch Stacy Carey
Terrie Krueger Casi Johnston Wayne Jackson
Pamela Funk Elvis F.

Christian condolences and hope are offered to Ray & Katherine Lacroix & their family on the death of

his brother, Ron.

CONTINUED PRAYERS

Evan Beaupre Al Gann Teresa Joslin
Shirley Clark Ken Gerardy Ed Krueger
Evelyn Clements Carla Glusing Keith Lingwall
Cooper Cupp Hardy Ron Roberts
Ron Ferguson Bruce Hedgepeth Marcia Robbins

Stacey Fleck Jeanne Hines

Michele Schafer



Dave Shaver Karen Tischnor Bernie Wiegel
Dianne Steingrubey Pat Vielhauer Jerry Williams
Karen Thompson Theresa White

REMEMBERING THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY

Christopher Babcock Tanner Glodt Jordan Lindeman
Eric Blomberg Kristine Hubbard Glenn Maddock
Ben Brammeier Jason Ites Tristan Morgan
Dylan Craig Adam Kralina Adam Peterson
Aaron Davis Matt Lee

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR DECEMBER 7

New Member Sunday

WELCOME TO KENT MEMORIAL Thank you for worshipping with us this morning. Communion is open
to all who believe that Jesus Christ is our Savior. We invite you to stay for coffee and fellowship (and donuts!)
after the service. If you are visiting for the first time or searching for a church home, please include your address
and phone number on the Red Friendship Pad and let us know. First time here? Please introduce yourself to Pastor
Ed at the end of the service.

CARE CORE for December is Linda Williams, 573-480-3008.

THANK YOU To my Kent family: thank you for helping me celebrate my 100™ birthday. It was a very special
day. Thank you for the cards, calls, flowers and visits. I still think of Kent as my family, and I love you all! God
bless! Love, Floralie Harris.

ADVENT MIDWEEK SERVICES & POTLUCKS begin Wednesday, December 3 at 6pm. Our theme is
“What does Abraham have to do with Jesus?” Advent offerings will be shared with Community for Christ and
Kent’s Social Ministry Committee.

ADVENT HOST COMMITTEES
December 10  Budget & Finance, Evangelism, Long-Range Planning
December 17  Christian Education, Social Ministry & Property

HURRICANE DECK CHRISTMAS STORE Hurricane Deck is having their "Christmas Store" on Thursday,
December 11. I have applied for and received a Thrivent Action Team for Board Games. With prices rising as
they are, my $250 from Thrivent will not go very far. If you are interested in helping in any way, I and the boys
and girls at Hurricane Deck would appreciate it. Toys and games need to be to the church by Sunday, December
7. Set up for the event will be Wednesday, December 10, 3:30pm. Any help is appreciated. See Wendy Blomberg
with any questions.

LOVING GIFTS TREE Thank you to all that have taken tags off the tree so far. If you have not been able to or
have been gone there are a few left. Please sign your name and phone number on the sign up sheet by the tree.
NEW REQUEST: wrap all presents, put in a bag or garbage bag and attach the tag to identify the

recipient. GIFTS DUE BACK TODAY, Sunday Dec. 7th Thank you for making Christmas happen for these
families and sharing God's love.

KENT AT COMMUNITY FOR CHRIST THIS WEEK A number of volunteers are needed at Community for
Christ on Tues. Dec. 9th Thur. Dec.11th and Sat. Dec.13th. I am certain that everyone has plans this time of year,
however the need for help is critical. The signup sheet is posted on the signup board. Each day a minimum of 4
ladies are needed, selling and sorting clothing, plus 2 ladies or gentlemen are needed in the basement sales /
receiving area. Saturday help is really needed! Come and join those that are having fun while supporting the




community. Thank You!

FILL GOODY BAGS During fellowship time next Sunday, December 14, we will fill Christmas goody bags for
Hurricane Deck & Little Tigers. In the back of the fellowship hall.

WELCA ANNUAL COOKIE & CANDY SALE will be held on Saturday, December 13th. The doors will
open at 9 AM and close at Noon. Huge variety of Christmas Cookies and Candies. Only $8 per pound. All
proceeds benefit the Lake Regional Nursing Program. For more information, call Joan Wilken at 573-480-
2111. You may bring your cookies and candies to church on December 12. Thank you!!

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL Jesus taught two main commands: love God with all your heart and love your
neighbor as yourself. Pastor Rick Warren will help us discuss these with videos and his book. From 8:45 a.m.
until 9:45 a.m. at the back of the Fellowship Hall. Books are provided and Gerry Williams will facilitate
discussion.

COMMUNITY FOR CHRIST PANTRY NEEDS The CFC food pantry is the only food pantry in Gravois
Mills, Laurie and Sunrise Beach and we are going strong.

- For both men & women — Shampoo, Deodorant, Body Wash

- Cleaning supplies: Ajax or Comet, Anything for floors, bathrooms or kitchen

- Condiments: ketchup, mustard, mayo, pickles or salad dressings

- Pasta of any kind

SOCIAL MINISTRY STORY

This is a single woman. She has a job at Walmart but is on medical leave. She has been in the hospital with large
kidney stones. They may have to be removed surgically. She is needing help with her rent. She was able to keep up
until October came. She can pay for part of what is due but not all of the October rent.

MUSIC AT THE LAKE

Greater Lake Area Chorale (all concerts at 2pm)

Sunday, December 7 Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Camdenton
Sunday, December 14 Christ the King Lutheran Church, Lake Ozark
Sunday, December 21 First Baptist Church, Eldon

Lake Area Community Orchestra (all concerts at 7pm)

Sunday, December 7 Amazing Grace Fellowship Church, Crocker
Tuesday, December 9 Hope Lutheran Chapel Sokoll Building, Osage Beach
Sunday, December 14 West Lake Christian, Laurie

Tuesday, December 16 ~ Lake Ozark Christian Church, Lake Ozark



