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184 Sunset Hill Drive 
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Phone: 573-374-5267    

Office@KentMemorial.com 

www.KentMemorial.com 

STAFF 

 

The Rev. Ed Foster ............................................................. Pastor 
Tracy Garrett ............................... Secretary, Newsletter, Website 

Joyce Wanamaker .............................................. Organist/Pianist 
Vanessa Hebrank ............................................................... Pianist 
Tracey Atzeni ...................... Organist/Pianist, Choir Accompanist 
Tracy Garrett ................................................ Vocal Choir Director, 
 Coordinator of Worship & Artistic Ministry  
 ................................................................ Handbell Choir Director 
Linda Williams ..................................... Prayer Chain Chairperson 

Dan Garrett (coordinator), Larry Fair, Gail Kruse, Michael  
Wagner, Mike Ward ....................................... Sound Technicians 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

2026 COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Committee Assignments 

 

Michael Wagner ....................................... President, Stewardship  
Bob Karls ................................................................ Vice President 
Kathy Fair ................................................... Long Range Planning 

Carol Hansen .............. Recording Secretary, Christian Education 

Wendy Blomberg ........................................................ Evangelism 

Sheryl Boos ............................................................ Social Ministry 

Bob Karls ......................................................................... Property 

Jim Mellody ............................................................ Social Ministry 

Mike Ward ............................................................. Mutual Ministry 

Steve Atzeni .......................................................... Mutual Ministry 

Ruth Osterbur ..................................................... Worship & Music 

Susan Clark .............................................. Scholarship Committee 

 

Council Appointed Positions 

 

Gail Kruse...................................................................... Treasurer 
 ....................................................................... Financial Secretary 
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DECEMBER SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

 

January 4 ~ 2nd Sunday of Christmas 

First Reading ........................................................... Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Psalm ....................................................................... Psalm 147:12-20 

Second Reading ...................................................... Ephesians 1:3-14 

Gospel Reading ................................................................... John 1-18 

 

January 11 ~ Baptism of Our Lord 

First Reading .................................................................. Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalm ................................................................................... Psalm 29 

Second Reading ............................................................ Acts 10:34-43 

Gospel Reading ........................................................ Matthew 3:13-17 

 

January 18 ~ 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

First Reading .................................................................. Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm ........................................................................... Psalm 40:1-11 

Second Reading .................................................... 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Gospel Reading .............................................................. John 1:29-42 

 

January 25 ~ 1st Sunday after Epiphany 

First Reading .................................................................... Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalm ......................................................................... Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

Second Reading ................................................ 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Gospel Reading ........................................................ Matthew 4:12-23 

GENERAL FUND COUNTERS FOR JANUARY 

 01/04 Bill Work, Bob Karls 

 01/11 Wendy Blomberg, Joyce Wanamaker 

 01/18 Kathy Fair, Carol Hansen 

 01/25 Vanessa Hebrank, Joan Wilken 
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Thank you! 

Kent Family, thank you so much for the generous and so very appreciat-

ed Christmas gift.  We are overwhelmed by your kindness and are so 

thankful to be a part of this community of faith.  May you all be blessed 

this year with all the goodness and grace our Lord gives.  May the Spirit 

bind us ever closer together and lead us to love our neighbors ever more 

deeply.  May each of you find the hope, the peace, the joy and the love 

of Christ each and every day. 

Shalom, 

Pastor Ed 
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Stewardship Focus – December 2025 

 

Everything we have is a gift from God,  
and stewardship is our response to these gifts! 

 

Hard to believe we are heralding in a New Year already! So, now would 
be good time to be reminded about the many ways we can be good 
Stewards in 2026 based on the acronym S.T.E.W.A.R.D. At this time of 
new thoughts, goals and resolutions it is good to revisit the acronym 
and the meaning behind each letter and how we might strengthen our-
selves in these areas in the upcoming year. 
 

S elf - we must take care of ourselves and our personal health 

T ime - we must use our time wisely to God’s glory 

E arth - we must take care of the creation God entrusted us with 

W orld - we are called to love one another and care for the needy  
A bilities - we are to use the talents God has blessed us with  
R esources - yes, we are to use our money and finances to further 
God’s mission   
D aily - we must daily pray and dwell in God’s word    
 

How might you grow as a S.T.E.W.A.R.D. in 2026? 

 

Peace and Blessings for the New Year! 
Michael 

Stewardship corner 
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BIBLE STUDY & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Men’s Bible Study 

Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. 

Led by Bill Work 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. 

Led by Pastor Ed 

Sunday Morning Adult Sunday School 
September –April at 8:45 a.m. in the fellowship hall. 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

Led by Diane Ziehl 

Faith,  Hope and Love Abide, 
And the greatest of these is Love! 

 

Love Abides…  
Grief Support Group 

 

Love is the most precious of God’s gifts. Through God’s gift of love, God bless-
es us in every way imaginable. Love brings life. It brings joy. Love gives us sup-
port when we are weak, and it gives us courage when we are fearful. Love fills 
our lives and our hearts with the beloved. But when we lose someone we love, 
the hole in our lives is also love-shaped. 

Learning to live with our grief is something most of us will have to do in our lives 
to one degree or another and it isn’t something most of us have much experi-
ence with. To help all of us on our journeys through grief we have a grief sup-
port group here at Kent.  

Our next gathering will be Wednesday, January 21 at 3pm 

Anyone and everyone who is grieving is welcome to join in at any time.  
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church council 

Unapproved Minutes for December 16, 2025 

In Attendance- Pastor Ed, Wendy Blomberg, Jim Mellody, Steve Atzeni, 
Karen Ringsdorf  

Ruth Osterbur, Sheryl Boos, Mike Ward, Gail Kruse, Michael Wagner 
and Bob Karls. 

Absent- Al Mohling, Carol Hansen, Kathy Fair, Susan Clark 

Opening prayer- Jim Mellody 

Minutes- A motion to approve the November Council meeting minutes, 
majority approval. 

Pastor’s Report- Pastor Ed reported has been busy in December and 
will continue until the 31st. Numerous happenings and meetings. Pastor, 
thanks to all involved, with a reminder to take time for yourself and fami-
ly.  Christmas Eve service begins at 6:00 PM, come early to enjoy the 
music. Wishing all a Holy and Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Election of officers for 2026: Nominated for President 
is Michael Wagner. Vice-President is Bob Karls. Motion to elect by Jim 
Mellody, second by Wendy Blomberg….approved by members.  

Renewal of appointment of Treasurer, Gail Kruse. Recording Secretary 
Carol Hansen. Financial Secretary Carol Karls. All appointed for 2026. 

Pastor blessed the food.  

Meeting adjourned.  

Next meeting January 20, 2026. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Mellody, President 
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Januar y 2026 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

9:00am Children’s S.S. 
10am Worship with 

Communion,  
Install Council & 

Sunday School Program 

 

5 

 

9:30am Evangelism 

 

6 

 

11am WELCA Meeting - 

Hurricane Deck Kids 

11 

 

8:30am Choir Reh. 
9:00am Children’s S.S. 

10am Worship with 
Communion  

11am Fellowship 

12 

 

9:30am Social Ministry 

13 

 

 

 

 

Community for Christ 

5pm Evening Bible Study

18 

 

8:30am Choir Reh. 
9:00am Children’s S.S. 

10am Worship with 
Communion 

11am Fellowship 

19 

 

 

6pm Chorale Rehearsal 

20 

 

4:30pm Christian Educ. 
5:00pm Church Council 

3pm Grief Support Group

5pm Evening Bible Study

25 

 

8:30am Choir Reh. 
9:00am Children’s S.S. 

10am Worship with 
Communion 

11am Fellowship 

26 

 

 

27 

 

 
5pm Evening Bible Study

WESTSIDE SR. CTR 
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 

 

NEW YEARS DAY   1 

 

Office Closed 

2 

 

 

3 

 

 

7 

 

 

8 

 

10am Men’s Bible Study 

 

9 

 

 

10 

 

 

14 

 

5pm Evening Bible Study 

 

 

15 

 

10am Men’s Bible Study 

 

 

Community for Christ 

16 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

Community for Christ 

 

21 

 

3pm Grief Support Group 

5pm Evening Bible Study 

22 

 

10am Men’s Bible Study 

23 

 

 

24 

 

 

28 

 

5pm Evening Bible Study 

29 

 

10am Men’s Bible Study 

30 

 

 

 

31 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WESTSIDE SENIOR CENTER  
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ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 01/03/2009 Vince & Barb Yount 16 years 

 01/07/1995 Bill & Joy Whitlow 30 years 

JANUARY birthdays &  

anniversaries 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

 01/01 Ron Kornfeind 

 01/02 Carolyn Garrett  

 01/04 Ray Lacroix 

 01/05 Don Wilken 

 01/10 Barb Gidley 

 01/16 Liz VanDeVeire 

 01/12 Judy Bradley 

 01/19 Chantal Enriquez 

 01/20 Allen Brumm 

 01/21 Dorothy Engelstad 

  Pastor Carl Gauck 

  Shelly Carolus 

 01/22 Janay Renken 

 01/27 Karen Mellody 

  LaRoy Vinkavich 

 01/28 John Georg 

 01/30 Lyla Renken 
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serving in the military 

Christopher Babcock 

Eric Blomberg 

Ben Brammeier 
Dylan Craig 

Aaron Davis 

Tanner Glodt 
Kristine Hubbard 

Jason Ites 

Adam Kralina 

Matt Lee 

Jordan Lindeman 

Glenn Maddock 

Tristan Morgan 

Adam Peterson 

Trent Simmons 

in need of God’s healing touch 

Wayne Jackson 

Casi Johnston 

Doug Jones 

Teresa Joslin 

Linda Kimberling 

Ed Krueger  
Terrie Krueger 
Ron & Blanche Lacroix 

Keith Lingwall 
Dave Newton 

Gene & Janet Page 

Patrick 

Patrick Parkhurst 
Stanley Pearson 

Bill Peterson 

Kathy Pipes 

Joe Poretta 

Ron Roberts 

Marcia Robbins 

Shane S. 
Ed Saracco 

Michelle Schafer 
Dave Shaver 
Sydney Soderberg 

Evan Beaupre 

Tara Boos 

Donald Brumm 

Stacy Carey 

Mary Ann Carter 
Shirley Clark 

Evelyn Clements 

Bill Clevenger 
Cooper Cupp (6 yr. old) 
Iola Durham 

Elvis F. 
Ron Ferguson 

Stacey Fleck 

Pamela Funk 

Al Gann 

Rita Galliard 

Eleanor Garrison (7 yr. old) 
Ken Gerardy 

Jim & Sandy Gilbert 
Don Gillespie 

Carla Glusing 

Marsha Gust 
Hardy 

Bruce Hedgepeth 

Sarah Hellman 

Jeanne Hines  
Cindy Hoch 

Frank Howley 

Diane Steingrubey  
Karen Thompson 

Karen Tischnor 
Liz VanDeVeire 

Pat Vielhauer 
Bill Walston 

Jay Welshonse 

John Welsh 

Theresa White 

Bernie Wiegel 
Jerry Williams 

Linda Williams 

Larry Wilson 

Donna Winzenburg 
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WELCA MINUTES 

December 2, 2025 

 

Due to the Christmas Party (which was rescheduled to December 3 due 
to weather) there was no meeting. 

The January WELCA meeting will be held 6, 2026. 

Women of  the ELCA 
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Social ministry corner 

    

Hearing God’s Call Hearing God’s Call Hearing God’s Call Hearing God’s Call     

and  Responding in Love...and  Responding in Love...and  Responding in Love...and  Responding in Love... 
 

Here’s how your contributions met some of the need in our community. 
 

November, 2025 (number of needs calls):   
Electric - 8 

Medical Bill - 1 

 

Total Assistance to our Community this month: $651.03 

 

We Share Jesus with All!We Share Jesus with All!We Share Jesus with All!We Share Jesus with All! 

COMMUNITY FOR CHRIST PANTRY NEEDS 

The CFC food pantry is the only food pantry in Gravois Mills, Laurie and Sun-
rise Beach and we are going strong, especially with kids out of school.  This list 
of items is really centered around them and their needs. We hope you might be 
able to help.  
 

For both men & women  

 Shampoo  

 Deodorant  
 Body Wash  

Cleaning supplies:  
 Ajax or Comet, or anything for floors, bathrooms or kitchen 

Condiments: ketchup, mustard, mayo, pickles or salad dressings 

Pasta of any kind 

 

Thank you for all your help for our little pantry. CFC strives to assist many fami-
lies trying to make ends meet. We could not do what we do without your 
help!! A big thank you from all of us at CFC! 

From Social Ministry:  Thanks to all for the support of the Angel gift tree, and its 
huge success. During the month of November 9 families were assisted in the 
amount of $675.53. Thanks to all for their continued support. Dates to volunteer 
at CFC are January 13,15 and 17  
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FINANCE CORNER 
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FINANCIAL NOTES: 

A. Current Financial Situation – Kent’s giving has been strong the last 
couple months.  With a strong December, Kent may see a breake-
ven with expenses.  Our year to date expenses just below our budg-
et average.  Our insurance policy was renewed in January but the 
annual total premium increased from $11,000 to $16,000 which has 
put stress on meeting our budget.  Please review your giving plan to 
be sure that your Kent giving is up to date.  Thank you to all those 
who prayerfully give offerings to support Kent’s mission. 

 

B. Thrivent Designation –Through Thrivent Choice®, Thrivent mem-
bers can contribute to organizations and causes they care about—
and influence how Thrivent distributes some of its charitable grant 
funding through Choice Dollars®.  Please consider going into your 
Thrivent account online and designating Kent as that organiza-
tion.  In the last year, these distributions allowed Kent to contribute 
$2,500 to Kent Social Ministry, $2,000 to the SE US Flood/Hurricane 
victims, and $2,000 to the CA Wildfire victims.  If you have questions 
about this, please contact Joyce Wanamaker or Kathy Fair. 

  

C. Schwab (previously TD Ameritrade) Account - As you make distri-

butions from your retirement 401Ks, 403Bs, IRAs or other invest-

ments, please visit with your financial planner/accountant about the 

possibility of transferring some of those funds to the Kent Schwab 

account or Kent checking account.  The transfer might be able to be 

made with no capital gains tax consequence to you.   If you have 

questions about this, please contact Gail Kruse or Al Mohling. 
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Did You Know… 
 

Did You Know that this is the 5th year for "Soup on Sunday" and it's still go-
ing strong?  Starting on the first weekend in November through the last week-
end in March, each weekend a big pot of soup or stew gets portioned out into 
18 servings and made available to anyone who wants some.  Thrivent Action 
Team "seed money" helps pay for the groceries.  Again this year, the church 
council voted to use Thrivent Choice Dollars to cover what Action Team 
funds doesn't. 
 

If you have any questions about "Soup on Sunday" (or have a good recipe!) 
or the Thrivent Action Team program, don't hesitate to reach out to Kathy 
Fair. 


